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VISION
A society free of stigma, void of shame, where artistic expression is
supported and knows no bounds.

VALUES
Respect - Treat all members as artists
Honour - Recognize that members are at different stages of their practice
Accountability - Encourage members to set goals, boundaries and be independent
Compassion - Meet people where they are at
Celebrate - Recognize members’ achievements
Safety - Foster an inclusive and supportive environment
Responsive- Flexible to the needs of our community

MISSION
Willow Arts Community provides
low-barrier peer-to-peer arts
education, and fosters safe spaces
for creative exploration and
connections for people with living
experience of mental illness or
substance use in Niagara.
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We are excited for what lies ahead and deeply

grateful to all who make this work possible.

Patrick Crummey (he/him)

Willow Arts Community

Board Chair

2024
REMARKS

Ten years ago, I followed a quiet whisper that has

since grown into the vibrant force that is now

Willow Arts. I’m deeply grateful to wake up each

day with a sense of purpose and belief in

something meaningful.

Each day in our studio, we witness powerful

moments of self-discovery, compassion, and true,

hard-earned resilience. It’s the kind of resilience

that comes from overcoming real challenges —

and it’s a privilege to be entrusted with these

stories. I hold them close to my heart.

I’m sincerely thankful to everyone who shares in

holding space for these moments. This past year,

I had the honour of working alongside Amber Lee

Williams, Tricia Franklin, and Kate Leathers —

each of whom brought incredible dedication and

heart to this work. I'm also continually inspired by

the local artists we partner with, whose talents

and perspectives enrich our community.

To our volunteers, board of directors, and

supporters — you are the foundation that keeps

us strong. Thank you for your commitment and

belief in our mission. Together, we are truly

making a difference.

Willow Arts is a place I’m proud to belong to, and

I’m excited for all that lies ahead in 2025 and

beyond. See you soon,

Leigh MacLeod (they/them)

Willow Arts Community

Founder/Director

As The Willow continues to evolve and deepen

its impact within the community, so too does its

governance structure. In 2024, the Board of

Directors welcomed three new members, each

bringing valuable expertise, lived experience,

and a shared commitment to advancing our

mission at the intersection of arts and mental

health. This growth reflects our ongoing

alignment with the objectives outlined in our

current Strategic Plan, and further strengthens

the board’s capacity to steward the

organization through its next phase of

development.

2024 also marked a significant milestone in The

Willow’s artistic journey. Our landmark project

ReNew The View — a large-scale outdoor

installation at the old General Motors site — was

honoured with the Niagara Biennial Design

Award for Outstanding Achievement (Outdoor

Art). This prestigious recognition celebrates the

transformative power of community-based art

and is a testament to the creativity, dedication,

and vision of our artists, staff, and collaborators.

The award ceremony was a memorable

evening and a powerful reminder of the

importance of accessible, place-based art in

healing and community building.

As we turn toward 2025, The Willow remains

committed to fostering inclusive creative

spaces, advancing mental wellness through

artistic practice, and advocating for a more

equitable cultural landscape. 



307
REGISTERED
MEMBERS

45%
IDENTIFY AS PART OF THE
2SLGBTQIA+ COMMUNITY

35%
HAVE A VISIBLE OR INVISIBLE

PHYSICAL DISABILITY

76%
RECEIVE DISABILITY ASSISTANCE, ARE

UNEMPLOYED, OR RETIRED

24%
ARE BLACK, INDIGENOUS
OR PEOPLE OF COLOUR

47%
IDENTIFY AS BEING NEURODIVERSE

(AUTISM, OCD, ADHD)

51%
HAVE OVER 5 YEARS OF

ARTISTIC EXPERIENCE

AS OF MAY, 2025

100%
HAVE LIVED OR LIVING EXPERIENCE WITH

MENTAL ILLNESS/ SUBSTANCE USE (MI/SU)
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OUR PROGRAMS’ IMPACT

1 IN 5 RESIDENTS IN NIAGARA WILL FACE A MENTAL HEALTH
CRISIS IN ANY GIVEN YEAR ACCORDING TO THE
CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION.

ARE AMONG THE TOP 3 ISSUES IMPACTING SAFETY AND
WELL-BEING IN NIAGARA ACCORDING TO THE 2023 LIVING
IN NIAGARA REPORT.
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OUR STAFF & RESOURCES
10,000

PEOPLE WITH FREE ARTS PROGRAMMING, PUBLIC
ART, EXHIBITIONS, PUBLICATIONS, AND

PERFORMANCES

WE REACHED MORE THAN

COMPARED TO 2023

OUR OPERATING BUDGET GREW BY

$95,942
FROM DONATIONS, FUNDRAISING,

AND SPONSORSHIPS

WE RAISED

$175,852
ON ARTIST FEES, ARTISTIC SALARIES,

HONOURARIUMS, STUDIO AND SUPPLIES COSTS

AND SPENT

85%
OF OUR OPERATING BUDGET WENT TO ARTISTS AND

ARTS WORKERS LIVING IN NIAGARA, MAJORITY
LIVING WITH MENTAL ILLNESS/SUBSTANCE USE
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DONORS & SPONSORS
GRANTHAM

LIONS CLUB

THANK YOU FOR YOUR VITAL SUPPORT
WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT OUR DONORS, SPONSORS,

VOLUNTEERS, FUNDERS, AND PARTNERS. WE THANK YOU FOR
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IN OUR MISSION AND VISION.

We thank our generous donors in 2024: Patricia Alexander, Thomas Beaudry, Sheila Beiko, Andrea
Eby, Tammy Fenner, Marcel Grimard, Susan Hroncek, Dani Hummel, Sarah Lesniewski, Bob Mallen,
Sandy Middleton, Bianca Neufeld, Maureen O'Neill, Sara Palmieri, Jessica Potts, Tina Teichroeb,
Maureen Walters, Jessica Wilson, and our many anonymous donors

PROGRAM PARTNERS

FUNDERS

Big thank you to Lauren Garbutt and Ami Holmes for capturing these
wonderful moments and artwork this year at our exhibition and murals.



Willow Arts Community
366 St. Paul Street St. Catharines, ON L2R 3N2

www.thewillowcommunity.com | thewillowcommunity@gmail.com

The Willow Community Support Services is a Registered Charity
Charity Registration Number: 760231696RR0001




